Gran-Park-Rollag Parish
& Living Grace
Lutheran Church’s
2021 Thanksgiving
Worship Service
Welcome/Announcements
• We will offer Holy Communion as part of our
service. Please prepare some bread/crackers, wine or wafers.
Prelude: Count Your Blessings

Pam Aakre, Piano

Introduction of today’s service, based on the Thanksgiving chapter in Joyce
Rupp’s book Prayer Seeds:
o
o
o
o

Abundance
Bringing in the Harvest
Generous Love
Taste and See

We are fortunate that we have an abundance…but there are people who don’t have an
abundance of food – they are searching for a warm meal, a place to sleep, a warm
shelter to call home. For those who are not as fortunate as most of us are…we pray that
we may live as God has done, sharing our abundance with those who are less
fortunate.
Call to Worship
God of all creation – as you fed your first disciples,
Feed us now, Children of God.
Feed us with food that nurtures enough love within us,
Remove the fears and enmity that ties the world up in knots.
Feed us with spiritual bread,
to strengthens our hands for serving the hungry, broken and lost children of God.
Feed us, so that we may be fulfilled with joy, that only you can give us.
Hymn: Come, Ye Thankful People, Come (ELW #693 / LBW #407)
Pam Aakre, Piano; Pr. Hope Deutscher, Flute
Verse 1:
Come, ye thankful people, come; raise the song of harvest home.
All be safely gathered in ere the winter storms begin.
God, our maker, doth provide for our wants to be supplied,
Come to God’s own temple, come, raise the song of harvest home.
Verse 2:

All the world is God’s own field, fruit un-to his praise to yield;
Wheat and tares together sown, unto joy or sorrow grown.
First the blade, and then the ear, then the full corn shall ap-pear.
Lord of harvest, grant that we whole-some grain and pure may be.
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Verse 3:

For the Lord our God shall come and shall take his harvest home;
From his field shall in that day all offenses purse away;
Give his angels change at last in the fire the tares to cast,
But the fruitful ears to store in his garner evermore.

ABUNDANCE
“May God give you of the dew of heaven, and of the fatness of the earth, and plenty of
grain and wine.” – Genesis 27:28
Introduction: Now is the time of harvest when earth’s generosity is evident
everywhere. Plants often produce some sort of seed when they reach maturation. The
production of these seeds manifests as a metaphor for both the abundance of the
current season and a positive anticipation of the future. The dictionary describes an
overflowing fullness; or affluence, wealth. We are reminded of the spiritual and physical
abundance given to us by God…
In John 10:10 – “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”
2 Corinthians 9:8: 8 And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so
that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good
work.
The psalmist cries out: “But as for me, my prayer is to you, O LORD. At an acceptable
time, O God, in the abundance of your steadfast love, answer me.” Psalm 69:13
A reading from Let Your Life Speak by Parker J. Palmer: “Daily I am astonished at how
readily I believe that something I need is in short supply if I hoard possessions, it is
because I believe that there are not enough to go around. . . . The irony, often tragic, is
that by embracing the scarcity assumption, we create the very scarcities we fear.
If I hoard material goods, others will have too little and I will never have enough. If I fight
my way up the ladder of power, others will be defeated and I will never be secure. If I
get jealous of someone I love, I am likely to drive that person away. If I cling to the
words I have written as if they were the last of their kind, the pool of new possibilities will
surely go dry. We create scarcity by fearfully accepting it as law, and by competing with
others for resources as if we were stranded on the Sahara at the last oasis.”
We give thanks to God for the abundance of grace, love, forgives, and blessings that we
receive daily.
Hymn of the Month: Sing to the Lord of Harvest (ELW #694 / LBW #412)
Pam Aakre, Piano and Pr. Hope Deutscher, Flute
Verse 1:
Sing to the Lord of har-vest your songs of love and praise;
With joy-ful hearts and voic-es your al-le-lu-ias raise;
By him the roll-ing sea-sons in fruit-ful or-der move;
Sing to the Lord of harvest a joy-ous song of love.
Verse 2:
God makes the clouds drop fat-ness, the des-erts bloom and spring,
The hills leap up in glad-ness, the val-leys laugh and sing.
God fills them with his full-ness, all things with large in-crease,
And crowns the year with good-ness, with plen-ty and with peace.
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Verse 3:

Bring to this sacred altar the gifts his goodness gave;
The golden sheaves of harvest, the souls Christ died to save.
Your hearts lay down before him when at his feet you fall,
And with your lives adore him who gave his life for all.
BRINGING IN THE HARVEST

Scripture: Deuteronomy 26:1-11
The annual harvest festival called the feast of Weeks provides the setting for today’s
reading. This festival celebrates the first fruits of the produce of the land, offered back to
God in thanks. As they bring their offerings, worshipers remember and proclaim God’s
gracious acts on behalf of Israel.
1
When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you as an
inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, 2you shall take some of the
first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land that the LORD your
God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place that the LORD your
God will choose as a dwelling for his name. 3You shall go to the priest who is in office at
that time, and say to him, “Today I declare to the LORD your God that I have come into
the land that the LORD swore to our ancestors to give us.”
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When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of
the LORD your God, 5you shall make this response before the LORD your God: “A
wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an
alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. 6When
the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, 7we
cried to the LORD, the God of our ancestors; the LORD heard our voice and saw our
affliction, our toil, and our oppression. 8The LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty
hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and
wonders; 9and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with
milk and honey. 10So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O LORD,
have given me.” You shall set it down before the LORD your God and bow down before
the LORD your God. 11Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside
among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the LORD your God has given to you
and to your house.
This is the time of harvesting fruits, vegetables, and grains of the land. We come
together in gratitude for the diversity and richness of what our good earth allows us to
grow and produce for creaturely consumption. We also gather in gratitude for what our
Creator grows and produces within our interior land, those virtues and positive qualities
we have nurtured in our spirits. An abundance of fruitfulness resides among us. Let us
draw encouragement from one another’s harvest and rejoice in the maturation of the
Holy One’s love.
As we harvest the crops, so too we harvest the changes around us – and within us. In
the past year, what has changed for you? Where have you seen growth in your own
personal journey? Where have you seen fruitful giving of your life?
(Pause…….)
Let us pray…God, you are the sower of seeds, planting in our hearts the potential for
many gifts of your love to grow and ripen. Charity, authenticity, mercy, honesty, humility,
forgiveness, loyalty, patience, understanding, courage, kindness, faith, respect, and
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other qualities that reflect your goodness – they dwell within us…and around us. As we
recall what has grown and matured, we exult in the diversity and richness of all that is
harvested – from the fields to our own inner harvest – we offer you our gratitude. Amen.
Offering Prayer
Loving God, your love for us is beyond measure and you provide for our every need.
Help us to offer you in worship a due proportion of our wealth, for all we are and have is
rightly yours. Amen.1
Hymn: Now Thank We All Our God
(ELW #839 / LBW #840)
Pam Aakre, Piano; Pr. Hope Deutscher, Flute
Verse 1:
Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voic-es,
Who won-drous things has done, in whom this world re-joic-es;
Who, from our moth-ers’ arms, has blest us on our way
With count-less gifts of love, and still is ours to-day.
Verse 3:
All praise and thanks to God the Fa-ther now be giv-en,
The Son, and Spir-it blest, who reign in high-est heav-en,
The one e-ter-nal God, whom earth and heav’n a-dore;
For thus it was, is now, and shall be ev-er-more.
GENEROUS LOVE
As we assemble in our homes gathered around tables with our family and friends this
day, we offer up prayer and celebration. Joined as one through the bountiful love of our
Divine and Loving Lord, we acknowledge the generosity of this amazing divinity who
continually relates to us with kindness and love that knows no bounds.
Let us pray…Almighty Creator, as we celebrate Thanksgiving, we are thankful for the
bountiful harvest of food you provide…from creation we were given sweetness of
fruit…may we be thankful for all that you have given us to eat. Help and guide us to
tend to all of our natural resources – and to tend to that which we find nourishment from.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of abundance, we ask you to guide us in seeing our fruitfulness…that like the fig
we might be fruitful in due season, tending to our hearts through your word and pruned
where and when necessary. Open our hearts and minds to be more connected and
grateful – for all that you have given us, from food to friendships to people who are in
need of being invited to our tables, to your altar table. Lord in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
As we gather around the table this night, we celebrate the gardens and fields, sun and
rain…we remember the farmer and workers of the fields who sacrifices make our meals
possible…help us to look for ways to embrace those who are across the table from us
and to pull up extra chairs…Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who gives us words
to pray when sighs are deep, and encourages us as we pray together Our Lord’s
Prayer:
1

from “Giving in Grace: Liturgical Services –
Matthew.” http://www.givingingrace.org/userfiles/files/Design/Matthew_liturgical_services.pdf
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory. Forever
and ever. Amen.
Hymn: O Living Bread from Heaven (LBW #197 / ELW #542)
Pam Aakre, Piano; Pr. Hope Deutscher, Flute
Verse 1:
O living Bread from heaven, how well you feed your guest!
The gifts that you have given have filled my heart with rest.
O wondrous food of blessing! O cup that heals our woes!
My heart, this gift possessing, in thankful song o’er-flow!
Verse 3:
You gave me all I wanted; this food can death destroy.
And you have freely granted the cup of endless joy.
My Lord, I do not merit the favor you have shown.
And all my soul and spirit bow down before your throne.
O TASTE AND SEE
We remember the profuse love pouring forth from the heart of Jesus the night before his
death when he sat at a table with his friends, as he held the blessed bread and wine
and shared it with them. Those he held dear were nourished with this generous gift of
love. We trust that this profusion of love is pouring forth into our hearts now.
Holy Communion
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this in the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this in the remembrance of me.
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Remembering
We give thanks for the beauty of our world, how all is interdependent, like bees in a
hive, each part reliant on another part in order to exist.
We give thanks for the Holy One residing among us and within us, energizing our love
and encouraging our actions for good.
We give thanks for the many times when we were weary and lacked enthusiasm, how
our vitality of body and spirit received needed restoration.
We give thanks for people who are nurturing to us, offering enduring acceptance and
grace.
We give thanks that our faith nourishes us in times of uncertainty and difficulty, filling us
with the courage to go on.
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We give thanks for the sustaining energy of nature, its ability to urge us to change, and
the transitional beauty that pours forth with the change of seasons.
We give thanks for the wonder of our minds, all we are given in thought, insight, and
decision-making, our mental faculties that lead to greater well-being.
We give thanks for prayers, for giving us the strength that these moments give us for
our spiritual paths, the energizing inspiration we gain to be our best selves.
Let us pray…O God of goodness and blessings, how numerous are the ways you enrich
and invigorate our lives. Thank you, especially, for those who provide opportunities and
encouragement. For it is most often through our relationship with others that we gather
the necessary nectar of our growth. May our lives be ones of abundant blessings, fruitful
in the harvest of receiving and sharing, generous in receiving and sharing God’s love.
Teach us anew how to grow as we turn to you with gratitude for your guidance. Amen.
Benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.
Dismissal
Go in peace and share the Good News! As we celebrate, share and show God’s
Love!
Hymn: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (ELW 807 / LBW 499)
Pam Aakre, Piano; Pr. Hope Deutscher, Flute
Verse 1:
Come, thou fount of ev-‘ry blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.
While the hope of endless glory fills my heart with joy and love,
teach me ever to adore thee; may I still thy goodness prove.
Verse 3:
Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be;
Let that grace now like a fetter bind my wand’ring heart to thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God I love.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above.
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