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Welcome to  
Gran-Park-Rollag Parish  

& Living Grace  
Lutheran Church’s 
2020 Thanksgiving 

Worship Service  
 

Welcome/Announcements 
• We will offer Holy Communion as part of our service. Please prepare some 

bread/crackers, wine or wafers.  
• During our service, you will hear from a variety of people who were gracious enough 

to let us record them “Giving Thanks” during our recent Zoom Bible and Book 
studies.  

Prelude: Give Thanks  Pam Aakre, Piano 
 
Call to Worship 
God of all creation – as you fed your first disciples, Feed us now, Children of God. 
Feed us with food that nurtures enough love within us, 
Remove the fears and enmity that ties the world up in knots.  
Feed us with spiritual bread,  
to strengthens our hands for serving the hungry, broken and lost children of God. 
Feed us, so that we may be fulfilled with joy, that only you can give us. 
 
Hymn: Come, Ye Thankful People, Come (ELW #693 / LBW #407) 
Pam Aakre, Piano; Pr. Hope Deutscher, Flute 
Verse 1:  Come, ye thank-ful peo-ple, come; raise the song of har-vest home.  
  All be safe-ly gath-ered in ere the win-ter storms be-gin.  
  God, our mak-er, doth pro-vide for our wants to be sup-plied,  
  Come to God’s own tem-ple, come, raise the song of har-vest home.  
Verse 2: All the world is God’s own field, fruit un-to his praise to yield;  
  Wheat and tares to-geth-er sown, un-to joy or sor-row grown.  
  First the blade, and then the ear, then the full corn shall ap-pear.  
  Lord of har-vest, grant that we whole-some grain and pure may be. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
God of all people, we come before you humbled by all you have blessed us with. You 
challenged the people of Israel, when they entered The Promised Land, to remember 
how you: guided them through the wilderness; blessed them with a land and a name; 
and how you wanted them to bring offerings of thanksgiving to display their gratitude for 
all they received. 
 
We too have been called to remember how you guide us every day of our lives; 
how you help us walk through the valleys; and how you want us to share our 
blessings of time, talents, and treasures with others. Unfortunately we have let 
greed, fear, and anger get in the way. We have not treated others or ourselves as 
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kindly as you have treated us. Help us to pause, be still, and know you are the 
one who blesses, strengthens, and encourages us always. 
 
Blessed Children of the same God, we all have our wilderness times, times when we 
struggle and hurt and are fearful. May we remember how God is always willing to 
encourage and guide us through every fear, struggle, or concern we have. God not only 
walks with us through our wilderness wanderings, it is God’s desire to bless. May we 
receive God’s forgiveness, give thanks for all our blessings, and pass them on so all 
may live. 
 
Reading: Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
The annual harvest festival called the feast of Weeks provides the setting for today’s 
reading. This festival celebrates the first fruits of the produce of the land, offered back to 
God in thanks. As they bring their offerings, worshipers remember and proclaim God’s 
gracious acts on behalf of Israel. 
1When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you as an 
inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, 2you shall take some of the 
first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land that the LORD your 
God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place that the LORD your 
God will choose as a dwelling for his name. 3You shall go to the priest who is in office at 
that time, and say to him, “Today I declare to the LORD your God that I have come into 
the land that the LORD swore to our ancestors to give us.” 4When the priest takes the 
basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the LORD your God, 5you 
shall make this response before the LORD your God: “A wandering Aramean was my 
ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there 
he became a great nation, mighty and populous. 6When the Egyptians treated us 
harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, 7we cried to the LORD, the God of 
our ancestors; the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our 
oppression. 8The LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched 
arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; 9and he brought us 
into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. 10So now I 
bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O LORD, have given me.” You shall set it 
down before the LORD your God and bow down before the LORD your God. 11Then you, 
together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all 
the bounty that the LORD your God has given to you and to your house. 
   This Is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 
Children’s Message: I am Thankful for…     Andrea Keene, GPR Youth Director 
Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for 
men. - Psalms 107:8 
 
Video: What I am Thankful for…             Count Your Blessings – Pam Aakre, Piano 
 
“A Celebrated Heart” by Joan Chittister       Read by Pr. Hope Deutscher 
 
Virtual Communion 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this in the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
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This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this in the remembrance of me. 
The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
Table Blessing/Prayer 
May the feast we have been given by our Lord and Savior – strengthen us and keep us 
in your grace. …Let us pray…God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of 
salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send 
us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the 
world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn: Now Thank We All Our God   (ELW #839 / LBW #840)  
Pam Aakre, Piano; Pr. Hope Deutscher, Flute 
Verse 1:  Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voic-es,  
  Who won-drous things has done, in whom this world re-joic-es;  
  Who, from our moth-ers’ arms, has blest us on our way 
  With count-less gifts of love, and still is ours to-day.  
Verse 3:  All praise and thanks to God the Fa-ther now be giv-en,  
  The Son, and Spir-it blest, who reign in high-est heav-en,  
  The one e-ter-nal God, whom earth and heav’n a-dore;  
  For thuse it was, is now, and shall be ev-er-more.  
  
Philippians 4:6-7 
6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
2 Corinthians 9:10 
He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your 
seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 
 
Message   Pr. Jim Greene 
 
Video: What I am Thankful for…             Count Your Blessings – Pam Aakre, Piano 
 
Receiving of Offering  
 
Prayers  
Creator God, As we take the time to appreciate the many blessings we have we might 
also take note of how our world is filled with people not as fortunate as us. Guide us to 
find ways to actively be of help to others in the places we live, in our communities, and 
in our world. Help us to deepen our gratitude muscles as we put them to good use by 
sharing our blessings in a variety of ways. LORD IN YOUR MERCY HEAR OUR 
PRAYER 
 
Lord Jesus, thank you for your willingness to sacrifice your life for the benefit of all. 
While all don’t believe in you, those of us who do need to find courage in how we love 
as we have been loved and forgive as we have been forgiven. We see too many 
examples of people who attack those they disagree with- may we learn to be 
peacemakers. LORD IN YOUR MERCY HEAR OUR PRAYER 
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Counseling and Comforting Holy Spirit, infiltrate our hearts and minds as we share your 
gifts of wisdom, understanding, healing, and grace. Be with all who are struggling with 
grief, illness, separation, and distress of any kind. Help us to be your hands to help; 
your shoulder to lean on; your ears to be compassionate listeners; and your presence to 
bring peace. LORD IN YOUR MERCY HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 
Triune God, Thanksgiving is a wonderful time to pause, hush, and give thanks for all 
we’ve received. It’s also a time to prepare for the greatest gift of all- Jesus Christ. Guide 
us to move past our busyness as we ADD you into our thoughts, words, and actions- 
especially as we remember how you taught us to pray:  
 
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory. Forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Giving Thanks Blessing by Sarah Johnson  (HOPE) 
Sarah Johnson is the author of “The Space Between Us:  
How Jesus Teaches us to Live Together When Politics and Religion Pull Us Apart”  
 
For family near and peaceable, Lord we give thanks.  
For family far and conflicted, Lord, we give thanks.  
For the ones easy to love, Lord, we give thanks.  
For the ones we fight to love, Lord, we give thanks.  
For people we don’t understand, Lord, we give thanks.  
For people who don’t understand us, Lord, we give thanks.  
For easy conversation and expressed affection, Lord, we give thanks. 
For gentle discord within our discourse, Lord, we give thanks.  
For unity, not sameness, Lord, we give thanks.  
For charity in all things, Lord, we give thanks.  
For a world that reflects your goodness, Lord, we give thanks. 
For humankind that bears your image, Lord, we give thanks. 
For a day when we’ll delight in or differences and not just tolerate them,  
for a gathering of every tribe and every tongue, for a table and a feast today, 
anticipating the one we’ll enjoy with You some day, Lord, we give thanks.  Amen.  
 
Benediction  
As we journey through our life, may God go before us to show the way, behind us to 
encourage us; beside us to support us; above us to watch over us; and within us to give 
us the peace which the world can never give. 
 
Closing Music: Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing      Pam Aakre, Solo Piano 


